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Abstract
Background and purpose: This study was conducted with the aim of investigating parallel
strand lumber (PSL) made from reed residue and laminated veneer lumber (LVL) obtained from
poplar wood reinforced with glass fiber reinforced polymer (FRP) using epoxy resin.

Materials and methods: The independent variable was FRP reinforcement for either LVL or
PSL and control sample either LVL or LSL without FRP. The mechanical properties of the
manufactured boards including bending strength (MOR) and modulus of elasticity (MOE) in the
width and edge of the test sample, shear strength, compression strength parallel to the grain,
internal bonding and screw withdrawal strengths were investigated as dependent variables. The
obtained results were analyzed using completely randomized design and SPSS software.

Results: Results showed that for all studied mechanical properties, the use of FRP increased
the strength the PSL and LVL panels. For LVL, the effect of strengthening the samples with FRP
was significant at the level of 1% and also for the modulus of rupture of the width and edge
samples showed an increase of 93% and 59%, respectively. The value of MOE for samples
reinforced with FRP showed an increase of 89.6 and 132% for the width and length of the PSL
samples, respectively. For LVL, the MOE value of the width and edge of the samples increased
by 54 and 95.5% with reinforcement. Reinforced PSL samples have improved shear strength by
31%, while this value was only 2.5% for LVL. In case of internal bonding, reinforcement with
FRP improved the internal bonding strength of the samples by 92%. Screw withdrawal strengths
improved by 27% due to the strengthening of the test samples by FRP.

Conclusion: According to the results, it can be stated that the use of glass fibers and epoxy
resin has a significant positive effect on the mechanical strength of PSL made of reed and LVL
and it is possible to use low quality raw materials such as reed and low quality poplar wood layers.

Key words: Parallel strand lumber (PSL), laminated veneer lumber (LVL), polymer reinforced
with glass fibers and epoxy resin (FRP), mechanical properties.
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Figure 1. PSL made of Reed and LVL made of poplar
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Table 1- The standards of the test samples

Test type

Standard type

modulus of rupture surface
modulus of rupture thickness
Tension Perpendicular to Surface (Internal Bond)
Compression strength parallel to the grain

Compression strength perpendicular to the grain
Screw Withdrawal

ASTM D 5456-99
ASTM D 1037-94
EN 319 (1993)
EN 300 (1997)

EN 300 (1997)

EN 300 (1997)
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Table 2- Variance analysis table of mechanical resistances of PSL board

. . Tension
Sourc MOR MOE Compressio  Compression - Screw
Perpendicula :
e df n strength strength  to Surface Withdrawa
MOR  MOR parallelto  perpendicula I
S T MOES MOET the grain r to the grain (Internal
Bond)
GFRP 1  2353™ 347.09™  19957256™  72913435™ .068™ 1.805** .068™ 619.637**
Error 16 1.498 6.117 674285.762 2392523.14 .002 .077 .002 5.285
Total 18 435137 297417 239246689 568600002 440 85.898 440 45635.230

** Significance at the one percent level
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Table 3- Variance analysis table of mechanical resistance of LVL board

Compress Compressi Tension
iopn on Perpendic Screw
Source df MOR MOE strength strength ular to Withdra
arallel to perpendic Surface wal

F;he rain ulartothe  (Internal

g grain Bond)

MORS MORT MOES MOET

GFRP 1 2658.**  3002**  123733963** 633685458**  9.346** 5.746** .994** 639.38**
Error 16 32.173 33.092  1535973.682 28114816.78 .339 .187 .023 2931
Total 18 54502.8  33166.2 2885529144 7148745090 330.356 219.336 11.388 11270.43

** Significance at the one percent level
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Table 4- Comparison of the average effect of using FRP fibers on the bending strength of PSL and LVL

Panel type MORT MORS
(MPa) (MPa)

PSL 7.46¢ 11.46¢
PSL-GFRP 16.25° 18.69¢
LVL 27.66° 41.2b
LVL-GFRP 53.492 65.557

Based on Duncan's grouping, the variables marked with separate English letters are significant at the one percent level.
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Table 5- Comparison of the average effect of using FRP fibers on the modulus of elasticity of PSL and LVL

MOET MOES
Panel (MPa) (MPa)
PSL 3028 2350
PSL-GFRP 7053° 4456°
LVL 12423 97090
LVL_GFRP 24298° 14953

Based on Duncan's grouping, the variables marked with separate English letters are significant at the one percent level
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Table 6- Comparison of the average effect of using FRP fibers on the shear strength of PSL and LVL

Panel Shear strength(MPa)

PSL 0.13¢
PSL-GFRP 0.17¢

LVL 6.5P
LVL-GFRP 6.66%

Based on Duncan's grouping, the variables marked with separate English letters are significant at the one percent level
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Table 7- Comparison of the average effect of using FRP fibers on parallel compressive strength with PSL and

LVL fibers
Compression strength parallel to the grain Compression strength perpendicular to the grain
Panel Type (MPa) (MPa)
PSL 1.49¢ 1.83¢
PSL-GFRP 2.06° 2.46°
LVL 3.46° 2.85°
LVL-GFRP 4912 3.982

Based on Duncan's grouping, the variables marked with separate English letters are significant at the one percent level
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Table 8- Comparison of the average effect of using FRP fibers on the internal adhesion of PSL and LVL

Panel Type Tension Perpendicular to Surface (Internal Bond)(MPa)
PSL 0.08

PSL-GFRP 0.2
LVL 0.51

LVL-GFRP 0.98

Based on Duncan's grouping, the variables marked with separate English letters are significant at the one percent level
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Table 9- Comparison of the average effect of using FRP fibers on the Screw Withdrawal
of PSL and LVL screws

Screw Withdrawal

Panel Type (MPa)
PSL 18.3¢
PSL-GFRP 30.21°
LVL 44.1°
LVL-GFRP 55.832

Based on Duncan's grouping, the variables marked with separate English letters are significant at the one percent level
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